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It is inexplicable to me how anyone could seriously deny that animals have consciousness. Of course, they 
aren't rational and so reflexive thinking is based on instinct rather than abstraction. 


The trouble is that there is simply no essential connection whatsoever between affirming the 
immateriality of the human mind and denying that animals are conscious. Aristotelians, for example, 
have always insisted both that animals are sentient — indeed, that is part of what makes them animals 
in the first place — and that human intellectual activity is at least partly immaterial. 


The human soul is immaterial because it is capable of knowing immaterial things. We know what redness is 
for example, without needing to see anything red nor picture in our minds anything red. Now all knowledge 
beings in the senses and the intellect, as a faculty of the soul, extracts from the individual material things 
which the senses perceive to their essence. Animals can't do this, which is why they have concept of justice, 
love, revenge etc. They act on instinct, a true free will but nonetheless based on sentience rather than 
rationality. They can think, but only in terms of the senses. We've heard the phrase form follows function, 
which is not true. Function follows form. The reason the human soul, intellect and will, is immaterial is 
because it can apprehend immaterial things. Hence the faculty to know immaterial things must itself be 
immaterial, just as the faculty to know material things, e.g. the five sense, must be material. 
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Hence, to establish that animals have conscious awareness of a sensory and imaginative sort — 
something the Aristotelian not only has never denied but has insisted upon — simply does nothing to 
show that the distinctively intellectual powers of human beings might be given a materialist 
explanation. 


Consciousness is simply self-knowledge as self-knowledge. Animals are certainly aware of themselves as 
themselves, but only on the sense level. Humans on the other hand are aware of themselves but can also 
reflect on the nature of themselves. Humans can know their own knowledge as knowledge and as their own 
knowledge, and not simply as an abundance of sensations. Animals cannot do this, but to deny they are self- 
aware on a sensual level is absurd and contradicted by experience. The ideas we have about the world have 
to cede to reality. No matter how airtight or logical a philosophical system is, if it contradicts lived experience, 
it is simply false. To say that animals do not have consciousness is to deny lived experience and science, 
and therefore, reality. 
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